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What is the Cabot PTO and what does it do? 
The PTO, or Parent Teacher Organization, works with the staff and 
faculty to support the school, enrich our children’s education, 
strengthen our community, and enhance student life.  
 
The PTO provides families with information about what’s happening at 
the school, offers an opportunity to get involved with our children’s 
experience, and gives essential financial support for a wide range of 
curriculum enhancements and social gatherings 
 
Here are some of the activities supported, funded, and organized by the 
Cabot PTO last year. 
 
 Meet and Greet/Picnic 
 Community supper 
 Back to school night 
 Picture Day 
 Call Back/Safe arrival 
 Library Helpers 
 Campaign for Cabot 
 Program Enrichment Grants 
 Candy Drive 
 Book Fair 
 Walk/Bike/Safe routes to 

school 
 Building Project 
 School Store 
 Gift Drive 
 Core Values 
 Website and 

communications 
 Directory 
 School Council 

 PTO Executive Committee 
 Cabot Fair and Yard Sale 
 Bake Sale 
 Special Education Parent 

Advisory Council 
 Kindergarten orientation 
 Taste of the World 
 Color Day 
 Creative Arts and Sciences 
 Understanding our 

Differences 
 Invention Invasion 
 Teacher Appreciation lunch 
 Class/Grade Picnics 
 Room Parents 
 Field Trips 
 Cabot Goods 
 Principal Search 
 T-Shirts for all new students 
 Fifth Grade Activities 

 
Who makes up the PTO? 
If you’re a parent/guardian of a current Cabot student or a member of 
the faculty/staff, you’re already in the PTO! Our Executive Board works 
together—and meets monthly—to keep the PTO running smoothly. We 
welcome feedback from the wider community.  
 



Who leads the PTO and how can you contact them? 
Our co-presidents for the 2017-18 year are Nicky Chapman (mom to 
Isabelle and Sophie, 4th and 2nd grade) and Joanna Josephson (mom to 
Julia and Emily, 5th and 2nd grade). You can reach them anytime at 
cabotpto.copresident@gmail.com.  
 
We also have a representative of each grade on the Executive Board—
feel free to contact them about grade-specific issues:  

K Anu Jayaraman, cabotpto.k@gmail.com 
1st  Graham Sinclair, cabotpto.1@gmail.com 
2nd  Jude Carlson-Wang, cabotpto.2@gmail.com 
3rd   Suzy Yospin, cabotpto.3@gmail.com 
4th   Jacqueline Badeau, cabotpto.4@gmail.com 
5th   Sue Bottino, cabotpto.grade5@gmail.com 

 
For a full list of Executive Board and Committee Chairs, visit 
cabotpto.org/about/2017-18-board-chairs. 
 
What does the PTO need from you? 
In order for the PTO to thrive, we need help from every Cabot family.  

ATTEND EVENTS  
We hope you will attend and participate in events and our social 
gatherings—programs like the amazing Community Supper we had a 
couple weeks ago and the Book Fair in December. 

VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME 
There are many opportunities to volunteer throughout the year both 
during and outside of the school day. Keep an eye on the Cabot events 
newsletter for opportunities as they arise and give your time as your 
family’s schedule allows. Consider the variety of options on the 
volunteer form at cabotpto.org/volunteer and let us know your 
interests. 

PROVIDE FINANCIAL SUPPORT  
The Campaign for Cabot—our major annual fundraiser—kicks off in late 
fall, and our adults-only Spring Fling social event will incorporate an 
auction component. 

Cabot is known among Newton’s schools for having a thriving and active 
PTO and we want to keep it that way! Thank you in advance for your 
help and support.  

mailto:cabotpto.copresident@gmail.com
http://www.cabotpto.org/about/2017-18-board-chairs
http://www.cabotpto.org/volunteer


Ongoing volunteer opportunities to consider 
 
ROOM PARENTS 
Room Parents play an important role as liaisons between classroom 
teachers and parents. They also serve as a resource for families who are 
new to Cabot, and generally contribute to the shared Cabot community. 
Ideally, each classroom has 2-3 Room Parents. There are a range of 
responsibilities that can be shared and structured as each set of Room 
Parents sees fit—the primary roles are to communicate important 
messages from the PTO and the administration, help classroom teachers 
organize get-togethers during the school year, and organize holiday and 
end-of-year gifts for the classroom teachers and aides. This is a great 
way to get involved with your kids’ classes and doesn’t require a 
significant time commitment. Sign up at myschoolanywhere.com. 
 
UNDERSTANDING OUR DIFFERENCES 
Grades 3, 4 and 5 take part in this citywide program run by parent 
volunteers. The program is a hands-on, participatory curriculum that 
fosters respect, acceptance, and compassion for people of all 
abilities. Volunteers are recruited to help coordinate the presentations 
to our students during the school day. More information about the 
program can be found at https://www.newton.k12.ma.us/Page/837.  
Our 2017-18 committee chair is Deb LeCamera. 
 
CREATIVE ARTS AND SCIENCES 
This PTO committee, also sponsored by a citywide program, brings arts 
and sciences enrichment programs to Cabot. Parent volunteers 
generate programming ideas, preview performances, and coordinate 
event logistics with faculty. More information about the program can be 
found at https://www.newton.k12.ma.us/Page/751. 
Our 2017-18 committee chairs are Ginny Richmond and Anne Drowns. 
 
SPRING FLING AND AUCTION 
This adults-only party and auction takes the work of a great team of 
volunteers with talents ranging from party planning to the soliciting of 
local businesses. The group will form in the next month or two to plan 
for this event in spring 2018. (Email cabotpto.copresident@gmail.com if 
you’re interested in getting involved!)   
 

http://www.myschoolanywhere.com/
https://www.newton.k12.ma.us/Page/837
https://www.newton.k12.ma.us/Page/751
mailto:cabotpto.copresident@gmail.com


Finances and fundraising  
 
The Cabot PTO is a non-profit organization. 100% of our funding comes 
from our Campaign for Cabot donation drive, the Spring Fling auction, 
and some smaller fundraisers during the year (like the Book Fair and 
Amazon Smile contributions). 
 
Our 2017-18 budget estimates expenses this year of approximately 
$65,000. That’s just under $180 per student (or $1 a day for the school 
year). Below is a detailed breakdown of how that money will be spent. 
(Blue indicates equity spending – costs that are directly related to the 
classroom and curriculum. The district sets a cap for maximum spending 
across all schools in this category. Green represents non-equity items, 
which includes operating costs and community events.) 
 

 
 

You can view the full Cabot PTO budget at cabotpto.org/about/budget.  
 

http://www.cabotpto.org/about/budget


PTO communication  
 
Here are the primary ways we communicate with the Cabot community. 
Please make sure you’re signed up for/checking each of these sources 
regularly. 
 
WEBSITE 

cabotpto.org – Our website is full of information 
about Cabot, our events, and the PTO. You will find 
answers to many of your questions there. Send 
website queries to cabotptowebmaster@gmail.com.  

 
WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER 

Make sure you’re receiving our weekly Cabot Events 
newsletter! It’s distributed every Sunday evening 
throughout the school year, and includes important 
reminders, highlighted events taking place each week, 

volunteer requests, and community announcements. Subscribe by 
entering your email address in the box at the top right of cabotpto.org.  
 
MYSCHOOLANYWHERE (MSA) 

myschoolanywhere.com – Our PTO management system is a 
great place to access contact information for other parents, 
your children’s friends, teachers, and administrators. It is 

also where you should sign up to volunteer for events throughout the 
school year. All current Cabot families have an account, and we 
encourage you to download the mobile app. Not sure you’re signed up? 
Send your child’s name/grade to cabotschooldirectory@gmail.com. 
 
EMAIL BLASTS 
We’ll send out important information and reminders via email 
throughout the year. If you are signed up for the weekly newsletter and 
you’ve updated your information in MySchoolAnywhere, you will 
automatically receive them.  
 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

The PTO highlights major events at cabotpto.org/events.  
The “official” school calendar, which lists events for the 
School, the PTO and CASP, is at newton.k12.ma.us/Page/18. 
 

http://www.cabotpto.org/
mailto:cabotptowebmaster@gmail.com
http://www.cabotpto.org/
http://www.myschoolanywhere.com/
mailto:cabotschooldirectory@gmail.com
http://www.cabotpto.org/events
http://www.newton.k12.ma.us/Page/18


Helpful basics about Cabot at Carr 

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION 
Main office: 617-559-9390  
Eric Sprung, Principal (sprunge@newton.k12.ma.us) 
Sydney Balise, Exec Asst (balises@newton.k12.ma.us) 

SCHOOL NURSE  

Karen Kerrigan: 617-559-9404 
 

ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL/ABSENCE REPORTING 
Log in to School-Pass at http://cabot.school-pass.net/ . 
Contact the school office for log in details and to change 
default settings.  

TRANSPORTATION 
City of Newton Transportation dept: 
www.newton.k12.ma.us/Page/214  
Regina Moody, Transportation Director: 617-559-
9051, regina_moody@newton.k12.ma.us  

SCHOOL LUNCH 
Sodexo is the food vendor for Newton Public Schools. 
You can access their monthly menus at 
https://newton.sodexomyway.com/menus/menus.html. 
To add funds or monitor your child’s purchases, create 

an account at www.myschoolbucks.com.   

NEWTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS COMMUNICATION PORTAL 
Newton Public Schools uses this app for all official 
district communications. Log in to update your 
contact details for things like report cards, snow day 

notifications, and letters from the Superintendent’s office.  
https://skyward.iscorp.com/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wsedunewtonm
a/seplog01.w 

LIBRARY 
Our librarian, Jill Leibowitz, is onsite Mon-Thurs. If you’re 
interested in volunteering to help with your child’s library 
class, stay tuned to cabotpto.org or   

http://elemlibraries.newton.k12.ma.us/cabot   for more details.  

mailto:sprunge@newton.k12.ma.us
mailto:balises@newton.k12.ma.us
http://cabot.school-pass.net/
http://www.newton.k12.ma.us/Page/214
mailto:regina_moody@newton.k12.ma.us
https://newton.sodexomyway.com/menus/menus.html
https://newton.sodexomyway.com/menus/menus.html
http://www.myschoolbucks.com/
https://skyward.iscorp.com/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wsedunewtonma/seplog01.w
https://skyward.iscorp.com/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wsedunewtonma/seplog01.w
http://www.cabopto.org/
http://elemlibraries.newton.k12.ma.us/cabot


What’s happening with the Cabot construction project? 
 
A lot! If you’ve driven by the Cabot School lately, you’ve probably 
noticed the fencing surrounding the property, a ton of construction 
vehicles, and a big pile of dirt where the library/gym/kindergarten wing 
and the house next door used to be. 
 
For details, visit the project manager’s website: cabot.projects.nv5.com. 
There you’ll find meeting agendas and notes, design presentations, and 
contact information for the Cabot School Building Committee. (Cabot 
parents and Principal Sprung are members of the CSBC.) Monthly 
updates are provided prior to the regularly scheduled Newtonville Area 
Council meetings on the second Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm. 
 
Here’s a peek at the current version of the building design: 
 

 
 
Southern view from  
Cabot Street 

 
 
 

 
 

Eastern view from  
East Side Parkway 

 
 

 
 

Western view 
from Bridges 
Avenue 
 
 

 
 

Northern view from the future 
“Potters Way” blue zone  
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